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Brigf Abstraet:

My project aims to expand on research carried out for my doctoral dissertation in preparation of a book manuscript for
publication. My dissertation, entitled “Rethinking the Revolution: Utopia and Pragmatism in Catalan Anarchosyndicalism,
1930-1936," reinterpreted the contribution of Catalan anarchosyndicalists to the destabilization of the Second Republic and to
the subsequent outbreak of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939). Politicians and academics alike have traditionatly placed
blame for the social and political breakdown that fed to civil war on the anarchosyndicalist trade union, the Confederacion
Nacional del Trabajo (CNT). My study of the Barcelona CNT, however, has led me to conclude that in July 1936 the city’s
union militants were neithier prepared nor willing to incite a social revolution. The Catalan region’s aparchosyndicalist union
leadership, so ready to provoke revolts in the past, had some months before reached a consensus to put aside spontaneous
insurrectionist tactics in favor of a more constructive policy of syndical consolidation and reinforcement. Indeed, my careful
examination of focalCNT pc:rx(}dmaib and syndicate meeting notes has revealed that syndicate leaders had. prorrres‘slvely
adopted similarly moderate tictics since-the failure of the last’ rcw)lutlom;y uprising three years earlier.

My current project ains 16 determine whethier these conclusions can be applied to CNT syndicates it regions of Spain omalde
of Catalonia. Assigning the C NT in all regions of Spain a less inportant role in bringing about fratricidal war would by
extension increase the responsibility of other parties. The contribution of other forces of the left and extreme right to the
radicalization of Spanish politics in the spring and early summer of 1936 would become even more significant than previous
studies consider it to be. That would represent a radical revision to long accepled interpretations of the origins of the Spanish
Civil War.
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Also, supply a job description for alf Research Assistants.

My plans are to fly into Barcelona, Spain. Estimated cost for a plane ticket JFK-Barcelona is § 950, Afier a couple of
days at the Arxiu Municipal de la Ciutat (Municipal Archive), | will leave for Salamanca by train. Cost for train trip is
estimated at $70. 1 plan to stay in Salamanca five to six weeks, for which | will need to cover lodging (40 days at §

40/day = $1,600) and food (40 days at $ 20/day = $800). [ will then travel north to the cities of Oviedo and Gijon,

where 1 plan to stay about a week in each city. Train travel is estimated to cost $45 for the trip to Oviedo and another
$25 for the trip to Gijon. Costs of lodging in both Oviedo and Gijon should be a little fower than Salamanca (14 days
at § 30/day = $420) but meals should cost roughly the same (14 days at $20/day = $280). The only additional expense
would be that of photacopymﬁ documents at the different archives 1 visit during my stay in Spain. Based on previous
tips, I calculate roughly $100 will be nieeded for that (copies at Spanish archives usually cost ten cents per page). The

following is an ttemized list of the budget:

- Airfare for travel from New York to Barcelona, Spain ~ $ 950,00

- Train travel to Salamanca, Oviedo, and Gijon $ 21000
-~ Lodging:
Salamanca (40 days x § 40/day) = $ 1,600.00
Oviedo and Gijon (14 days x $30/day) = $ 420.00
- Food: {54 days x $ 20/day) = $ 1,080.00
- Photocopies $ 100,00

Tatal: $4,360.00



HOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: NAME: __Jordi Getman
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University of Arkansas- - . _
Fayetteville B.A. 1991 History and Spanish
University of M.A 1994 Modern European Hisfor
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Phb 2001 Modern European History
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This project is an extension of my doctoral digsertation, entitled “Rethinking the Revelution: Utopia and Pragmatism in
Catalan Anarchosyndicalism, 1930-1936,” for which | began research six years ago in Barcelona, Spain. For my
dissertation, I principally used archives in Barcelona and Madrid, including the Arxiu Munieipal de ta Ciatat and the
Pabello de 1a Repiblica in Barcelona, and the Biblioteca Nacional in Madrid, My research was funded in part by a
grant from the Program for Cultural Cooperation Between Spain’s Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports and
United States” Universities (1997), a Fulbright Foreign Fellowship (1998). 1 also received a grant from the Bradley
Foundation {2000} to help with the writing once back in the United %tdtﬂs 1 have presented various papers at
conferences reporting my research findings aridd tentative concli -Lreceived fromi colleagues at the
conferences proved an invaluable aid in the completion of the. dl&bﬂt taition. My p t research project will allow me
fo test whether the conclusions reached in my dissertation, which réstiicted itself to-the region of Catalonia, are
applicable to the rest of Spain. This is a critical step in preparing a book manuseript for publication.

Research Grants:

1997 — Program for Cultural Cooperation Between Spain’s Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports and United
States” Universities.

1968 — Fulbright Foreign Fellowship

2000 - Bradley Foundation Research Grant

C(}ﬂfutme Pdpu:».

- “The CNT in tha, C&talan Wotker Nug,ghbmhond A Labor Maha‘? = Anntml Mcclmg, 5 of the %uety of ‘ap:zmsh and
Portuguese Historical Studies. Santa Fe. April 19-22, 2001,

“The Constituency Crisis of the Catalan CNT Regional Coufederation” - Annual Meeting of the Society of Spanish
and Portuguese Historical Studies. San Diego, April 15-18, 1999.
- “Formas grupales masculinas y el ‘hecho diferencial cataldn’ - Annual Mecting of ). William Fulbright Fellows.
Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain. April 2-5, 1997.
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PSC-CUNY Research Proposal for Jordi W. Getman

Tam applying for a PSC-CUNY research grant to fund a six-week research trip to Spain
for next summer, from June to August 2004. [ plan to visit archives in the cities of
Salamanca, Oviedo, and Gijon. My research project is entitled “Impromptu
Revolutionaries: Anarchosyndicalists, Revolutionary Rhetoric, and the Coming of the
Spanish Civil War.” It builds on doctoral research I carried out five years ago and its
ultimate goal is to prepare my doctoral dissertation for publication. My dissertation
challenges long-established interpretations that have pointed to anarchosyndicalists
and the CNT as major contributors to the radicalization of Spanish politics and the

eventual outbreak of the Spanish Civil War (1936-1939).

The outbreak of the Spanish Civil War on 19 July 1936 marked the beginning of
the most profound revolutionary experiment in worker self-management and popular
power in twentieth century Europe. Traditional interpretations put the
anarchosyndicalist trade union, the Confederacion Nacional del Trabajo (National
Confederation of Labor), or CNT, at the heart of this unprecedented process of social,
political, and economic transformation. Most accounts of the civil war point to CNT
synd.icatés as crucial to the breakdown of the Republic and as the leading instigators of
the revolution, especially in Catalonia and Aragén. Rightist conspirators justified their
coup against the Republican government as a preemptive strike against an imminent
leftist revolutionary insurrection led by anarchosyndicalists and Socialists. Within the
leftist f_amp, Commu;fzists 'ac:-"c:used the CNT of undermining the Waf effort a.ga_iIist-- the
righ-tisi{N‘éfiﬁhaliasts by fﬁriofiiiziﬂ g the social revolution.

Indeed, for years the CNT's militancy had preached the overthrow of the
capitalist system and the establishment of “libertarian communism.” My study of the
CNT in the region of Catalonia, however, has led me to conclude that in July 1936 the
region’s CNT union militants were neither prepared nor willing to incite a social
revolution. The region’s anarchosyndicalist union leadership, so ready to incite revolts
in the past, had some months before reached a consensus to put aside spontaneous

insurrectionist tactics in favor of a more constructive policy of syndical consolidation



and reinforcement. As much as this tactic contradicted the revolutionary objectives of
the anarchosyndicalist trade union’s statutes, it came as no surprise to union members.
In fact, my careful examination of Catalan CNT periodicals and syndicate meeting notes
has revealed that syndicate leaders had progressively adopted similarly moderate
tactics since the failure of the last revolutionary insurrection three years earlier.
Therefore, my research recasts the role played by Catalan anarchosyndicalists in
Barcelona in the destabilization of the Second Republic and in the subsequent civil war.
When fighting broke out in July 1936, the CNT pledged its support to the Republican
government and the maintainment of the status quo in the face of the armed rightist

threat.

My current project aims to determine whether these conclusions can be applied
to CNT syndicates in regions of Spain outside of Catalonia. Assigning the CNT in all
regions of Spain a less imﬁortant role in bringing about the fratricidal war would, by
extension, reapportion responsibility to other parties, namely, the other forces of the left
and extreme right. The contribution of these groups to the radicalization of Spanish
politics in the spring and early summer of 1936 would become even more significant
than previous studies consider it to be. That would represent a radical revision to long

accepted interpretations of the origins of the Spanish Civil War.

I also want to examine the significant and apparently paradoxical changes in the
tactical direction of the CNT during the period of the Spanish Civil War. My aim is to
8o beyand the institutional and 1deolo<m.al stereotypes of the CNT and explme the
inconsistencies in the anarcho:ayndacahst revolutionary utopia and their subsequent
effect on the movement’s evolution after the breakout of hostilities in July 1936. The
CNT was an organization troubled by a series of deep-seated contradictions and
ambiguities, opening fissures from its ideological influences to its operational
directives. These contradictions made it impossible to establish a coherent and stable
identity for the syndicate. It was condemned to exist in a continual state of flux,
vacillating easily between moments of strength and weakness, cohesive organization

and chaos, radicalism and moderation, and, ultimately, success and failure.



Within the larger context of European social, economic, and political
development, my study of the CNT can help identify general tendencies in the socio-
political change experienced by Southern European latecomers such as Spain in the
process of industrialization.  Organizations such as the CNT emerged to fill a
transitional void in which traditional economic and political power relationships were
breaking down, but had not been fully replaced by the impersonal structures of the
market and state. Understanding the reasons for the success, and, ultimately, failure of
the CNT provides us with a window through which we can view and understand the
needs, desires, and expectations of Spain’s growing urban populations in the late

nineteenth and early twentieth century.

My research this summer will begin in Barcelona, where 1 plan to spend two or
three days reviewing documents at the Victor Alba collection at the Pavellé de la
Republica, a collection I am somewhat familiar with for work I did on my dissertation
five years ago. From there, I will travel to Salamanca, Oviedo, and finally Gijon. I have
been in contact with archivists at the Archivo General de la Guerra Civil Espanola in
Salamanca, the Archivo Historico de Oviedo, and the Archivo Municipal de Gijén to
obtain access permits for the three archives. | visited the archive in Salamanca in the
spring of 1998, but my limited resources restricted my stay then to only a few days.
This summer I plan to devote five or six weeks to combing the Republican government
documents as well as the archives’ extensive periodicals section. The Seccién Politico
Social of the Archivo de la Guerra Civil contains over 2,100 boxes of loosely organized
' document% from Barcelona and Catalonia’s regional gbvernm_eﬁ t, the Generalitat, from
the Republican period to the end of the Civil War. There are another 3,000 boxes with
documents on the Madrid area, Aragén, Valencia, and Gijon, regions where CNT
influence was strong outside of Catalonia. Of special interest to me are the roughly five
hundred tapes of interviews with Republicans exiled in Mexico. 1 look forward to
combining these oral documents with interviews that I myself carvied out in Barcelona
four years ago with surviving CNT militants.  Lastly, the Archivo has a section

dedicated to the press and war propaganda boasting numerous leaflets and



declarations. These documents and recorded interviews will serve as the groundwork
for a comparative of the propaganda rhetoric used by all the social and political forces

engaged in the war

I would then dedicate another two or three weeks to the archives in Oviedo and
Gijon, provinces in which the CNT had a significant presence during the Republican
period. 1 have not yet had a chance to personally research their collections, though
other scholars assure me that a lot of material relevant to my project is to be found
there. Both the Archivo Historico de Oviedo and the Archivo Municipal de Glj()l’l have
regional tr ade union documents as well as local parlodicalb relevant to the October 1934
revolt (centered in the region of Asturias), the last leftist uprising prior to the rightist
coup d’état in July 1936. A careful examination of these documents will provide a point
of comparison from which to interpret the shifts in organizational strategy evidenced by

the CNT in Asturias and by extensior’a, the rest of Spain.

1 ask-the Re,search Foundatmn to heip me fo complete thls pro]ect which I thmk
wali make an invaluable contribution to the way we now view the origins of the C;pamf;h- |
Civil War, My u ltimate goal is to present this research as a book manuscript for
publicétidm within a year. [hope that the Review Paniel will deem this project worthy of

funding. Thank you for your time and consideration of my application,

Sincerely,




